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2007 WIL-O-WAY KEY CARD 
 
Don’t forget to renew your Wil-
O-Way Key Card 
membership. The 2007 
application is attached. 
 
ACCESSIBLE CABINS 
Buckhorn State Park, Kettle Moraine State 
Forest (Ottawa Lake), Mirror Lake State 
Park, & Potawatomi State Park 
 
The State Park system is ready to begin accepting 
applications for 2007 to the four wheelchair accessible 
full-size cabins, one each at Buckhorn State Park, Kettle 
Moraine State Forest at Ottawa Lake, Mirror Lake State 
Park and Potawatomi State Park. 
 
Applications can be received by calling the park you 
wish to attend (Buckhorn State Park at 608-565-2789 V, 
Kettle Moraine State Forest at 262-594-6200 V/TTY; 
Mirror Lake State Park at 608-254-2333 V/TTY or 
Potawatomi State Park at 920-746-2890 V or 920-492-
5812 TTY), or pick them up at any State park or any 
Department of Natural Resources District office. 
 
SNOW REMOVAL - DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Okay, we don’t want to think about it, right? Unless 
you’re one of those people who like a snowy Wisconsin 
winter, this can be a frustrating time to get around. 
Here’s some information to keep in mind. 
 
Did you know that it is illegal to plow snow into an 
“accessible parking” stall? Wisconsin law calls for fine of 
up to $40.00 for the first offense and up to $100.00 for 
the second and subsequent offenses.  
 
WI statute 346.503 Parking spaces for vehicles 
displaying special registration plates or special 
identification cards. 
(2e) The owner or lessee subject to the requirements of 
sub.(1m) shall keep the parking spaces reserved for 
vehicles designated under sub. (1m) or (2m) clear of 
snow and ice in a timely manner and make other 
reasonable efforts to ensure that the spaces are 

available for use by a motor vehicle used by a physically 
disabled person. 
 
346.56 Penalty for violating sections 346.503 to 
346.55. (1g) Any person violating s.346.503 (2e) shall 
forfeit not less than $20.00 nor more than $40.00 for the 
first offense. For a 2nd or subsequent conviction within 3 
years, person shall forfeit not less than $50.00 nor more 
than $100.00. 

A l e r t !

 
THE REC ROOM 
Recreation Calendar 
 

Activities designed for people with 
disabilities 
 
www.county.milwaukee.gov/recreationcalendar 
 
AIR TRAVEL – DID YOU KNOW? 
Make Your Trip Better Using 3-1-1 
 

3–1–1 on air travel = 3 ounce bottle or less; 1 quart-
sized, clear, plastic, zip-top bag; 1 bag per passenger 
placed in screening bin. One-quart bag per person limits 
the total liquid volume each traveler can bring. 3 oz. 
container size is a security measure. 
 

Consolidate bottles into one bag and X-ray separately 
to speed screening. 
 

Be prepared. Each time Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) searches a carry-on it slows down 
the line. Practicing 3-1-1 will ensure a faster and easier 
checkpoint experience. 
 

3-1-1 is for short trips. If in doubt, put your liquids in 
checked luggage. 
 

Declare larger liquids. Prescription medications, baby 
formula and milk are allowed in quantities exceeding 
three ounces and are not required to be in the zip-top 
bag. Declare these items for inspection at the 
checkpoint. 
 

Come early and be patient. Heavy travel volumes and 
the enhanced security process may mean longer lines at 
security checkpoints. 
 

TSA working with partners. TSA works with airlines 
and airports to anticipate peak traffic and be ready for 
the traveling public.

tochnikowski@milwcnty.com   www.milwaukee.gov  
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SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATES 
 
By Karyl Richson 
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Milwaukee 
 
WHY SOCIAL SECURITY’S ‘COLA’ IS SO 
BENEFICIAL 
 
Among the many important features of a monthly Social 
Security benefit is the annual Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
(COLA). 
 
Each year, all Social Security and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) payments increase automatically based on 
the rise in the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W), from the third quarter of the prior year 
to the corresponding period of the current year. This 
year, benefits will go up by 3.3 percent.   
 
The 3.3 percent COLA will begin with benefits that nearly 
49 million Social Security beneficiaries receive in 
January 2007.  Increased payments to more than 7 
million Supplemental Security Income beneficiaries will 
begin on December 29, 2006. 
 
Without an annual COLA, benefit payments would not 
have the same spending power.  This is especially 
important as today’s retirees live longer, with life 
expectancy at an all-time high.  That is why many 
financial planners point out that the annual COLA is such 
an important feature, and one that relatively few private 
pensions have. 
 
While the annual COLA is automatic today, prior to 1975 
it took an act of Congress to increase Social Security 
benefit payments.  The first increase was not put into 
effect until 1950 – a full decade after monthly benefits 
began.  If you would like to learn more about COLAs, 
including the one recently announced for 2007, visit 
Social Security’s website at www.socialsecurity.gov, 
where you also will find a wealth of information about 
Social Security and its programs. 
 
STILL TIME FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
HELP WITHOUT PENALTY 
 
Do you have Medicare coverage?  Do you take 
prescription medication?  Would you like help paying 

your premiums, deductibles or co-payments?  If the 
answer to these questions is yes, then we have 
important news for you. 
 

Medicare beneficiaries who have not enrolled in the new 
Medicare Prescription Drug Program may do so during 
an open season that begins November 15.  Those with 
limited income and resources may qualify for extra help 
paying the premiums, deductibles and co-payments.  
The average savings is $3,700 per year.  But act now, 
because if you wait until after the December 31 deadline 
to apply, you may have to pay a penalty. 
 

To qualify for the extra help from Medicare, your annual 
income cannot be more than $14,700 (or $19,800 for a 
married couple living together).  You also cannot have 
more than $10,000 in resources (or $20,000 for a 
married couple living together).  Resources include such 
things as bank accounts, stocks and bonds and other 
items of value, although we do not count the value of the 
house you live in or your car.  These resource limits can 
be slightly higher ($1,500 per person) if extra funds are 
set aside for burial expenses. 
 

Even if your annual income is higher than the set limits, 
you may still qualify for extra help if you support other 
family members who live with you, have additional 
earnings from work or live in Alaska or Hawaii. 
 

Applying for extra help is easy.  You can do it online at 
www.socialsecurity.gov, by phone at 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY 1-800-325-0778) or you can visit your local Social 
Security office. To learn more about Medicare 
prescription drug coverage, visit www.medicare.gov. 
 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY WEBSITES 
 
Milwaukee County 
http://county.milwaukeecounty.org  
 
Office For Persons With Disabilities 
http://county.milwaukeecounty.org/display/router.asp?docid=7770  
 
Wil-O-Way Grant and/or Underwood Rental 
http://county.milwaukeecounty.org/FacilityRentals7997.htm 
 
County Board of Supervisors 
http://county.milwaukeecounty.org/router.asp?docid=7708  
 
County Executive 
http://county.milwaukeecounty.org/router.asp?docid=7711  
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